SUMMARY In a study of the prevalence of rectal infection with herpes simplex virus (HSV) in a group of homosexual men the magnified appearance of the rectal mucosa correlated with isolation of the virus. HSV was isolated from rectal material from five of 77 men with proctitis of unknown cause but from none of 44 control patients without proctitis; two of four men with HSV proctitis were asymptomatic. Thus, the magnified rectal mucosal image, showing severe congestion, haemorrhage, and pus, appears to be a sensitive indicator of the presence of HSV proctitis.
Introduction
Herpes simplex virus (HSV) is a cause of urethritis in less than 1 No of men with nongonococcal urethritis.' Although studies indicate that HSV is a cause of proctitis in homosexual men23 there are no reports of the prevalence of this infection. The present study was undertaken to estimate this in two groups of patients-those with and those without proctitis. A correlation between the magnified rectal mucosal appearance, as seen through the operating microscope, and the presence of HSV in rectal material was also attempted. Seventy-seven patients had proctitis of unknown cause. HSV was isolated from five of these but from none of the 44 control patients who did not have proctitis. The demographic details of the two groups, which showed no obvious bias, are given in Table I . The difference between the means of the number of passive peno-rectal encounters of patients in the two groups during the four weeks before initial attendance (proctitis 2 25, no proctitis 1 *96) was not significantly different (P>O-05).
Patients and methods

All
Diagnostic details for the patients with proctitis are given in Table II 
